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First Quarter Focus :
“Proving the sincerity of our love.”

2016:
The Year of

Proving

Pastor Reuben gives his welcome remarks during the opening of the 40th Anniversary and Sacrificial Celebration of the Lighthouse BBC at the
Metrotent, Ortigas, Pasig.  More than 1,300 people joined the 9-hour event from 11am to 8pm.  The Lord greatly and richly blessed the celebration.

1 Thes 5:21
“Prove all things;

hold fast that which
is good.”

2 Cor 8:8, “...prove the sincerity of your love.”

“The entrance of Thy Words giveth light;
it giveth understanding to the simple”

(Ps 119:130).

“Now the God of peace, that
brought again from the dead our
Lord Jesus...make you perfect in
every good work to do His will,
working in you that which is

wellpleasing in His sight,
through Jesus Christ; to Whom

be glory for ever and ever. Amen” (Heb 13:20-21).

No words can be sufficient to fully describe what God had done
through His people in Lighthouse BBC as we celebrated our 40th
Anniversary and Sacrificial Giving last Sunday at the Metrotent.

It is clearly a manifestation of what the Apostle Paul says in Phil 2:13, “For it is God which worketh
in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.”

More than 1,300 of our people and related Lighthouse works filled the Metrotent to overflowing
and made history.  We did not have any special guest, no special speaker.  Just the gathering of
God’s people to celebrate His goodness, graciousness and faithfulness for 40th years and onwards.
And for 9 hours, from 11am to 8pm, we stayed at the Metrotent, something that has never
happened throughout our history as a church.

Through some AVPs, we were able to review the four decades of our history which were filled
with many victories.  Yes, there were some challenges which confronted us through those years,

but the grace and blessings of God were far more
significant that any of those challenges.

For the first time, we went out of our beauti-
ful premises in Tatalon and held our celebration
in another place.  One of the purposes of such
was for us to realize that the goodness, gra-
ciousness and faithfulness of God are bestowed
to us as His people.  And this is far more signifi-
cant that facilities.

I want to express my appreciation to all our
people who labored hard to organize this big
event.  Because of your love for God and the
work, we saw the transformation of the
Metrotent into a very beautiful venue.  And even
as we had a banquet setting, the worshipful ser-
vice was evident and God’s people came to offer
their respective sacrificial offerings.

The pictures in this issue of Lighthouse Bulle-
tin will loudly speak of the great success.  And
we offer to God thanksgiving, praises, honor
and glory for everything!

Website : http://www.lighthousebbc.org (with on-line video streaming)


"Unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.  Amen" (Eph. 3:21)

Pictures from top: 1) Lighthouse BBC members give their respective Sacrificial Offerings;  2) the joint choir sings their opening number before
the big crowd; 3) the charter members pose for a picture; 4) the Lighthouse BBC related pastors come together for a picture.
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SPECIAL SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

THE SUFFERING, DEATH, BURIAL
AND RESURRECTION OF CHRIST

Texts :
1 Cor 15:3-4, “For I delivered unto you first of all that
which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins
according to the scriptures; and that he was buried, and
that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.”

Matt 12:40 says, “For as Jonas was three days and
three nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of
man be three days and three nights in the heart of
the earth.”
________________________________________________________

This lesson firstly aims to put into proper perspective
the generally accepted sequence of occurrences
that cover the sufferings, death and resurrection of

the Lord Jesus Christ. Many Bible teachers, while placing
the resurrection time of the Lord on Sunday, set the day of
His crucifixion, death and burial on Friday.  Secondly, this
lesson should bring the believer into the proper perspective
of the value of the resurrection.

We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ was very explicit in
teaching that His burial will last for three days and three
nights (72 hours in all). Matt 12:40 says, “For as Jonas
was three days and three nights in the whale’s
belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and
three nights in the heart of the earth.”

The 3 days and 3 nights refer to the length of the
entombment of the Lord and these figures are literal days
and nights as Jonah, the fish and the story actually
happened. Our basis of time in this respect is not the
traditional reckoning of time of the Jews, but the declaration
of the Lord of specific 3 days and 3 nights.  The three days
and three nights must cover a total of 72 hours (24hrs
multiplied by 3).

Counting backwards (72 hours) from the resurrection
time of the dawn of the first day of the week (Sunday), one
can easily place the entombment of the Lord Jesus Christ
around the early morning hours of Thursday. Joseph of
Arimathea went to Pilate to beg for the body of the Lord at
6PM (at even) of Wednesday. Then he had to go back to
Calvary and bring the body down and make the necessary
preparation of wrapping and putting on spices (see **5
and **6) before burying in the tomb.

The rest of the occurrence, in the light of this reckoning
based on Matt. 12:40, are easily understood. The Lord ate
His last Passover Feast with the disciples on Tuesday night
(*1).  Judas went out after that feast and thereafter, the
Lord instituted the Lord’s Supper. Then they went to
Gethsemane that same night where after praying, the Lord
was betrayed by Judas, arrested and brought before the
high priest.  When morning came, He was brought before
Pilate, sentenced to death and brought with His cross to
Calvary.  The Lord therefore, only had about 2 hours of
trial.  At 9AM of Wednesday, the Lord was crucified (Mk
15:25) at Calvary.  From 12 noon to 3PM there was
darkness.  At about 3PM, Christ gave up the Ghost.  His
body remained on the cross until the time that Joseph of
Arimathea came to Pilate at even and begged for His body.
He then went back to Calvary, brought the body down, and
made all the preparations before laying the same in the
tomb.

The world may distort the truth about the work of Christ
but the believer can still know the facts behind.

-  Pastor Reuben Abante
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6th hour (12 noon)

Even (6PM)

Christ prays/arrested at
Gethsemane **2

Christ is crucified, 9AM **3

Christ Dies about 3PM **4
Joseph of Arimathea comes
to Pilate; asks for the Body of
Christ, 6PM (Even) ** 5
Christ body is entombed **6

First Day and Night of
entombment (24 hrs) **7

Second Day and Night of
entombment (24 hrs) **7

Third Day and Night of
entombment (24 hrs) **7

Resurrection time (towards
dawn of Sunday) **8

Christ appears before the
Disciples, Thomas absent

**1  -  Matt 26:17-29; Mk 14:17-25; Lk 22:7-8
**2  -  Matt 26:30-56; Mk 26:26-52; Lk 22:39-53; Jn 18:1-11
**3  -  Matt 27:35-44; Mk 15:1-32; Lk 22:66; 23:1-44; Jn 19:17-30
**4  -  Matt 27:45-50; Mk 15:33-37; Lk 23:44
**5  -  Matt 27:57; Mk 15:42-46
**6  -  Matt 27:57-60; Mk 15:42-46; Lk 23:50-55; Jn 19:38-42
**7  -  Matt 12:40
**8  -  Matt 28:1-4; Mk 16:1-4; Lk 24:1-2; Jn 20:1
**9  -  Jn 20:19-24; Mk 16:14-18

Christ eats His last Passover
with the Disciples and then
institutes the Lord’s Supper
**1

DETAILED SEQUENCE OF THE WEEK OF THE
LORD’S DEATH, BURIAL AND RESURRECTION

Matt 12:40 says, “For as
Jonas was three days and
three nights in the
whale’s belly; so shall the
Son of man be three days
and three nights in the
heart of the earth.”
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The New Testament Giving

God taught the Israelites how to give
so that we may learn from them.

Rom 15:4, “…whatsoever things were
written aforetime were written for our
learning, that we through patience and
comfort of the scriptures might have hope.”
1 Cor 9:9-11, “For it is written in the law of
Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of
the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God
take care for oxen?  Or saith he it
altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no
doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth
should plow in hope; and that he that
thresheth in hope should be partaker of his
hope.  If we have sown unto you spiritual
things, is it a great thing if we shall reap
your carnal things?”

 It is abounding
2 Cor 8:7, “Therefore, as ye abound in

every thing...see that ye abound
in this grace also.”

 It is cheerful
2 Cor 9:7, “Every man according as he

purposeth in his heart, so let him
give...”

Cheerful implies promptness and
willingness.

 It is bountiful
2 Cor 9:5-6, “...I thought it necessary to

exhort the brethren, that they
would go before unto you, and make
up beforehand your bounty...that
the same might be ready, as a
matter of bounty, and not as of
covetousness... He which soweth
sparingly shall reap also sparingly;
and he which soweth bountifully shall
reap also bountifully.

 It is a proof of love
2 Cor 8:8, “I speak...by occasion of the

forwardness of others...prove the
sincerity of your love.

 It is given in readiness
2 Cor 9:3, “Yet have I sent the brethren,

lest our boasting of you should be in
vain in this behalf; that, as I said, ye
may be ready:

 It is equitable
2 Cor 8:13-15, “...I mean not that other

men be eased, and ye
burdened...that there may be
equality...it is written, He that had
gathered much had nothing over;
and he that had gathered little had
no lack.

 It is in purpose
2 Cor 9:7, “Every man according as he

purposeth in his heart, so let him
give...”

MATRIX OF THE NEW TESTAMENT GIVING
By Reuben Abante

LEVELS OF GOD’S 
PROVISION

OUR ABOUNDING
(INCREASING) IN THE 

GRACE OF GIVING

OUR APPLICATION AT 
LIGHTHOUSE BBC

OUR STEWARD -SHIP

Luke 6:38, “Give, and it 
shall be given unto you; 
good measure, pressed 

down, and shaken together, 
and running over, shall men 
give into your bosom. For 
with the same measure 
that ye mete withal it 
shall be measured to 

you again.”

2 Cor 8:7, “Therefore, as ye 
abound in every thing, in 
faith, and utterance, and 

knowledge, and in all 
diligence, and in your love 
to us, see that ye abound 

in this grace also.”

2 Cor 9:8, “And God is able 
to make all grace abound 

toward you; that ye, always 
having all sufficiency in all 

things, may abound to 
every good work.”

2 Cor 9:7, “Every man 
according as he purposeth 

in his heart, so let him give; 
not grudgingly, or of 

necessity: for God loveth a 
cheerful giver.”

GOOD MEASURE

Good Measure 
Provision comes as a 

result of GOOD 
MEASURE GIVING

Tithe

Mal 3:10, “Bring ye all the 
tithes into the storehouse, 
that there may be meat in 
mine house, and prove me 
now herewith, saith the 
Lord of hosts, if I will not 
open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a 
blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to 
receive it.”

Lev 27:30, “…all the tithe 
of the land… is the 
Lord's: it is holy unto the 
Lord.”

Tithe

The tithes sustain all the 
general ministry 

requirement of the whole 
Lighthouse BBC: people, 

facilities and sustenance of 
all ministries.

Faithful Stewards

1 Cor 4:2, “…it is required 
in stewards, that a man be 
found faithful.”

Matt 22:21, “”Render 
therefore unto Caesar the 
things which are Caesar's; 
and unto God the things 
that are God's.”

Mal 3:8-9, “Will a man rob 
God? Yet ye have robbed 
me. But ye say, Wherein 
have we robbed thee? In 
tithes and offerings.
Ye are cursed with a curse: 
for ye have robbed me, 
even this whole nation.”

PRESSED DOWN

P R E S S E D D O W N
PROVISION comes as 

a result of
G IV IN G F R O M O U R

IN C R E A S E

Increase
(Also Freewill 

Offerings)

2 Chron 31:5, “And as soon 
as the commandment came 
abroad, the children of 
Israel brought in abundance 
the firstfruits of corn, wine, 
and oil, and honey, and of 
all the increase of the 
fields; and the tithe of all 
things brought they in 
abundantly.”

Mission Giving (Love, 
Faith, Mercy 

Offerings)

The Mission Offerings help 
sustain all missions, 

outreaches and extensions.

Love – Local Missions

Faith – Foreign Missions

Mercy – Mission to our 
communities

Loving Steward

2 Cor 8:8, “…prove the 
sincerity of your love.”

2 Cor 8:24, “Wherefore 
shew ye to them, and 
before the churches, the 
proof of your love, and of 
our boasting on your 
behalf.”

SHAKEN TOGETHER

S H A K E N T O G E T H E R
P R O V IS IO N co m es a s

a re s u lt o f
F IR S T F R U IT S G IV IN G

Firstfruits

Prov 3:9 -10, “Honour the 
Lord with thy substance, 
and with the firstfruits of all 
thine increase:  so shall thy 
barns be filled with plenty, 
and thy presses shall burst 
out with new wine.”

Firstfruits 
(Thanksgiving)

The Thanksgiving offerings 
for the whole year are used 

for various special needs 
and projects of the church.

Rejoicing and Thankful 
Steward s

Ps 107:22, “…let them 
sacrifice the sacrifices of 
thanksgiving, and declare 
his works with rejoicing.”

RUNNING OVER

RUNNING OVER 
PROVISION comes as 

a result of
S A C R IF IC IA L G IV IN G

Sacrifice

Phil 4:18, “But I have all, 
and abound: I am full, 
having received of 
Epaphroditus the things 
which were sent from 
you, an odour of a sweet 
smell, a sacrifice 
acceptable, wellpleasing 
to God.”

Sacrificial Offering

The Sacrificial Offerings 
are used for various 
special needs and 

projects of the church.

Well pleasing 
Steward s

1 Peter 2:5,” Ye 
also…are built up a 
spiritual house, an holy 
priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices, 
acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ.”


