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First Quarter Focus :

Being Well Pleasing in Sacrifice

Being Well
Pleasing in

2017

The Lighthouse Academy presenting their Toys and Treasures musical play last Friday, a revival of the play first presented in the early 2000.  It was an
excellent presentation attended by many of the parents and families of the Lighthouse Academy students.  Congratulations to the organizers!

Heb 13:21
“...working in you

that which is
wellpleasing in
His sight...”

Phil 4:18, “...having received...from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God.”

“The entrance of Thy Words giveth
light; it giveth understanding to

the simple”  (Ps 119:130).

Countdown to
41st Anniversary and

Sacrificial Celebration:
2 (two) weeks

“...I know the forwardness of your mind...and your zeal hath provoked very
many.  Yet have I sent the brethren, lest our boasting of you should be in vain in

this behalf; that, as I said, ye may be ready: lest haply if they of Macedonia
come with me, and find you unprepared, we (that we say not, ye) should be

ashamed in this same confident boasting.
Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren, that they would go

before unto you, and make up beforehand your bounty, whereof ye had notice
before, that the same might be ready, as a matter of bounty, and not as of

covetousness” (2 Cor 9:2-5).

Readiness is a virtue that must be seen in all followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.  And this
virtue should not simply be seen as we look forward to His return.  Rather, it should be a
quality that must be seen ever present in every service and work we do for God.

The Apostle Paul reminds Titus to teach everyone to be “...ready to every good work...”
(Titus 3:1).

In respect to the church in Corinth, the Apostle Paul did not just leave them by themselves
to be ready in giving their sacrificial offerrings.  In fact, he did more than just writing them
and instructing them to be ready: he sent to them “the brethren” (v3), led by Titus (8:16-18).
This means that Paul did not leave a stone unturned in making everyone in the Corinthian
church ready.

I would that as a church, we also take this exhortation given to the Corinthian church to be
ready in this grace of giving.  The truth is, we are not just instructed (along with the

Corinthian church) to
be ready, but even to
abound in this grace
of giving (8:7).  And as
we take for our example and learning
whatever was demonstrated by the New
Testament Churches, we are careful to have
this virtue and quality of being ready
manifested in our lives.
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Top photo, the Lighthouse District 1 presents their short play on Celebrating the Joy of Sacrificial Giving. Middle and lower photo, the Lighthouse
BBC Missions Olongapo and Cainta celebrate their foundation anniversaries at the Subic Exhibition Center and the Bayanihan Center, respectively.

WATCH The
LIGHTHOUSE

CAFE TV TALK
SHOW and MGA
MUNTING ILAW
every Saturday;
and THE PULPIT, featuring our Sunday

morning services, every Sunday on
GCTV, Ch 185 on CIGNAL. Both these
programs are seen every 4am, 10am,

4pm and 10pm on said days.  The Mga
Munting Ilaw Kids Show is seen every
Saturday and Sunday, 12n and 5pm. To
view the programs in YouTube, simply

search for the
Lighthouse BBC
Channel. Also

check the Great
Commission TV

FB Page.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON
Lesson No. 1Thes103016-06

TITLE : THE RETURN OF TIMOTHEUS
TEXT : 1 THES 3:6-13
________________________________________________________________

INTRODUCTION
In our past lesson, we learned about how the
Apostle sent back Timothy to Thessalonica to
establish them and to comfort them concerning
the faith.  In this lesson we will see the return of
Timothy along with the good report he brings to
Paul.
A) The good news (v 6)

1) The faith and charity of the Thessalonian
church.
1 Thess 3:6, “...when Timotheus came from
you unto us, and brought us good tidings of
your faith and charity...”
This was good news to the Apostle, to hear
about the faith and love of the Thessalonian
church.
In chapter 1 of the Epistle, we see how the
Thessalonian believers “received the word
in much affliction, with joy of the Holy
Ghost..”  From this point in their lives, they
became an example to all who believe in
Macedonia and Achaia and were even
commended by Paul for having sounded out
the Word of the Lord in other places.  What
then can be more joyful to hear than they
have not let up but even more, manifesting
their faith and love.  What more can Paul
say than “..ye are our glory and joy” (1 Thes
2:20).

John writes in 3 John 4, “I have no greater
joy than to hear that my children walk in
truth.”

2) Their remembrance of Paul and longing for
Paul
1 Thess 3:6, “...and that ye have good
remembrance of us always, desiring greatly
to see us, as we also to see you.”
Their personal love for the man of God who
brought to them the truth of the Gospel was
a precious thing to the Apostle.
Heb 13:7, “Remember them which have the
rule over you, who have spoken unto you
the word of God:...

B) Paul’s delight over the good news (vs 7-8)
1) He was comforted.

1 Thess 3:7, “Therefore, brethren, we were
comforted over you in all our affliction and
distress by your faith.”
In the midst of painful persecution he faced
on behalf of the Gospel, Paul was greatly
comforted when he heard of their
continued faith and love.

2) The good news gave him new life and vigor
1 Thess 3:8, “For now we live, if ye stand
fast in the Lord.”
The news did not just give him joy and
comfort.  It gave him a great refreshing in
life.  As Paul was ready to die for the sake of
the Gospel, he was ready to live with every
news concerning faith and love of those he
ministered to.

C)  Paul’s thanksgiving and prayer for the
Thessalonian church
1) His thanksgiving

a) He thanks God for them

He thanks God for the Thessalonians, for
their faith and love

b) He thanks God for his own joy
1 Thess 3:9, “For what thanks can we
render to God again for you, for all the joy
wherewith we joy for your sakes before
our God.”

c) He adds prayer to his thanksgiving
1 Thess 3:10, “Night and day praying
exceedingly that we might see your face,
and might perfect that which is lacking in
your faith?


