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Being
a Blessing
in 2018

1 Pet 3:8-9;2 Pet 1:3
“...Be ye all...

a blessing... according
as... He hath called us to

glory and virtue.”

“Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification...follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another...” (Rom 15:2; 14:19).

Fourth Quarter Focus :

Being a Blessing

The Ministry Personnel of the Lighthouse BBC pose for a picture after the Christmas Fellowship last Wednesday night.  As they were a blessing, they were also blessed with gifts.

“The entrance of Thy words
giveth light...” (Ps 119:130a)

“Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren,
be pitiful, be courteous: not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but
contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called...” (1 Pet 3:8-9).

It seems just a few months ago when this verse was introduced as our key text when we
launched the theme, “Being A Blessing in 2018.”
Now, we come near to the end of the year and as we hold our Lighthouse Family Camp at

the beautiful CCT Tagaytay, there we shall also come together on December 23, and hold our
Sunday morning service and appreciate how the grace of God powerfully worked in our lives
to make us all a blessing!

The Apostle Paul tells the church in Phil 2:2-4, “Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded,
having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.  Let nothing be done through strife
or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.  Look
not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.”  In essence,
he tells the Philippian church, “Have one mind, be of one accord - in being a blessing!”  He
continues that in order to do this, “...in lowliness of mind, let each esteem other better than
themselves.  Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of
others.”

This will be just the second time that Lighthouse BBC will have its Sunday services outside
our Tatalon premises.  We did this when we had our 40th Anniversary when we had our
services at the MetroTent in Pasig.  This time, we shall have our services at the CCT in
Tagaytay, and I say, let us, with one mind and one accord, be there.  And we do this, not
simply because we want to be in a such beautiful place.  We do this because we have learned
throughout the year how to be a blessing to each other.  See you at the Lighthouse Family
Camp and at our morning services at the CCT Tagaytay next Sunday! - PRA



"Unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.  Amen" (Eph. 3:21)

Top photo,  Preacher Rey Balagtas is seen delivering a Gospel message to about 600 mothers during the the Pamaskong Handog kay Nanay yesterday.  Lower photo, Pastor
Reuben addressing the 300 seniors who attended the Seniors Summit last Friday.  More than 1,200 people came to Lighthouse BBC to hear the message and receive gifts this week.

WATCH The
LIGHTHOUSE

CAFE TV
TALK SHOW

and MGA
MUNTING ILAW every Saturday; and
THE PULPIT, featuring our Sunday
morning services, every Sunday on
GCTV, Ch 185 on CIGNAL. The Mga
Munting Ilaw Kids Show is seen

every Saturday and Sunday at 7pm.
GCTV programs may also be viewed

via the GCTV Mobile App
downloadable from Play Store for

Android
phones,

free.
Mobile
App for

IOS will be coming soon.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON
Christmas Lesson

TITLE : THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE BIRTH OF
CHRIST

Text : Luke 2:8-20
________________________________________________________________

INTRODUCTION

Only the Gospel of Luke records the
announcement of the birth of Jesus to the
shepherds in the field.  As to why the
announcement was first made to the shepherds,
one Bible commentator writes, “these may have
been the shepherds who supplied the lambs for
the Temple sacrifices, performed for the
forgiveness of sin; and they are now invited to
greet the Lamb of God Who would take away the
sin of the world.”

A) Their watch (v8)
The term, “shepherds abiding in the field,

keeping watch over their flock by night” could not
have been a time within which the birth of Christ
is being celebrated today.  It is known in the
Judaean land that the sheep are kept out in the
open country during the whole of summer until
about the first rain around late October.  “It was
the Latin church which placed the birth of Christ
on December 25, the very day on which the
ancient Romans celebrated the feast of their
goddess Brutus...Pope Julius I was the person
who made this alteration (Adam Clarke)

This preacher is, however, convinced that the
birth of the Lord Jesus Christ occured sometime
between September and October..  Both the
observation cited above and the reference to the

ministry of Zacharias (a priest of the order of
Abijah) seem to point to the said period.

B) The revelation by the angel (vs 9-14)
1) The reassurance by the angel

The shepherds were terrified when
suddenly the horizon was filled with
God’s glory, but they were given a
reassurance by the angel, “Fear not, for
behold I bring you good tidings of great
joy...”

2) The revelation in regard to God’s son.
Three titles were given to Jesus in the
angel’s announcement: Saviour, Christ
(the Messiah, the Annointed One) and
Lord (Yahweh or God).  Jesus is both
God and man.

3) The revelation in regard to the sign
“Ye shall find the babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”
Swaddling clothes were strips of cloth
used to keep a baby warm and give it a
sense of security.  They were believed to
protect its internal organs.  The custom
of swaddling infants is still practiced in
many Eastern countries.  A manger is a
feeding trough for animals in a stall or
stable. Tradition says that Jesus was born
in a cave, in which case the manger may
have been cut out of a rockwall.

C) Their resolve (v15)
The shepherds practically ran to see the

baby born.  They did not mind the time nor
they allowed themselves to be hindered by
anything.  Their statement indicated the
right time, the right place, and the right
purpose in seeing the baby.

D) Their report (v17-18)
It is wonderful how the shepherds became
true witnesses of both the heavenly
revelation and their association with the
baby Jesus.  Such should also be the
reaction of every true believer who
experiences the grace of God in salvation.

E) Their rejoicing (v20)
“And the shepherds returned, glorifying

and praising God for all the things that they
had heard and seen, as it was told them.”




