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“...all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of
reconciliation...reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing
their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of
reconciliation” (2 Cor 5:18-19).

O

ne of the most important things that an Ekklesia should realize is
this: that as God’s purchased body of people, we are not just made to
be His children, but that He has given us a specific ministry in which
everyone of us has a part - that of the ministry of reconciliation.
This ministry of reconciliation should be the very core of all of what we do
as an Ekklesia. If we are taught to reach the whole world for Christ, to
baptize everyone who believes and to teach them to observe all of Christ’s
command to His people, we need to understand that all these are accomplished
in one undertaking - the ministry of reconciliation.
Paul tells the Corinthian church that what God had done is first, reconciled
them to Himself by Jesus Christ. After God did this, He gave to them the
ministry of reconciliation.
We need to appreciate that this ministry is not for the Apostles only. This
ministry is for everyone in the Ekklesia to acknowledge and have ownership
of. This means that everyone in Lighthouse BBC should have this
appreciation.
In lieu of the planned 3-night Great Commission Conference in late
November, we then will simply designate December 1, Sunday, as our whole
day event and call this our Commitment Sunday. We shall come together on
this day and make a commitment to God for this ministry of reconciliation.

The Lighthouse Youth Fellowship doing their excellent presentation entitled, Escape, last Sunday even as Lighthouse BBC holds Youth Weekend.

Fourth Quarter Focus :

Being Enriched by His abundant grace and, through thanksgiving, glorifying God.
“...that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God...” (2 Cor. 4:15).

"Unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen" (Eph. 3:21)

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON
Lesson No. 1Tim040719-05
TITLE : THE CHURCH OF THE LIVING GOD AND ITS
LEADERS
TEXT : 1 TIM 3:1-16
________________________________________________________________
INTRODUCTION
The Apostle Paul carefully instructs the young
preacher Timothy how everyone in the house of
God must conduct their lives, particularly those
who are in the position of leadership. It is
beautiful how Paul describes the Ekklesia in v15
as being "the church of the living God, the pillar
and ground of the truth."
It is noteworthy that before we discuss the
qualities of the leaders in the Ekklesia, that we
look into what Paul teaches about the Ekklesia.
A) The Ekklesia is God's (v15).
The New Testament church is God's. God
purchased it with His own blood. The whole of the
Ekklesia, it's people, earthly possessions,
ministries and programs - they are God's. This is a
great truth that must be recognized by all.
Acts 20:28, “Take heed therefore unto
yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the
church of God, which he hath purchased with his
own blood.”
Ephesians 1:22-23, “And hath put all things
under his feet, and gave him to be the head over
all things to the church, which is his body, the
fulness of him that filleth all in all.”
B) The Ekklesia is the pillar and ground of the truth
(v15b).
The New Testament Church is the pillar and
ground of the truth. There is no other institution
on earth that can take its place.

As pillar, the Ekklesia raises the banner high so
that everyone may see the truth. As ground, the
Ekklesia stands strong more than any other. As
ground, all other virtues grow from it.
Mark 4:20, “And these are they which are sown
on good ground; such as hear the word, and
receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold,
some sixty, and some an hundred.”
And should not we all be grounded and settled
in Christ?
Ephesians 3:17-19, “That Christ may dwell in
your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and
grounded in love, may be able to comprehend
with all saints what is the breadth, and length,
and depth, and height; and to know the love of
Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might
be filled with all the fulness of God.”
It is wonderful that the picture of how God, by
His Word, stands as a pillar for His people, like
the pillar of cloud that led the children of Israel in
the wilderness.
Psalms 60:4, “Thou hast given a banner to
them that fear thee, that it may be displayed
because of the truth. Selah.”
C) The Ekklesia bears the great mystery of
Godliness (v 16).
Peter wrote that God has given us all things
that pertain to life and godliness.
What the Ekklesia bears is all about the great
mystery concerning the Lord Jesus. Everything
concerning Him, from His incarnation to His
glorification. All of what the Ekklesia is revolve
around this great truth.
D) The Ekklesia leaders must all be consistent with
these descriptions (vs 1-13).
1) The bishops, pastors
a) Blameless;
b) Husband of one wife;
c) Vigilant;
d) Sober;
e) Of good behavior;

f) Given to hospitality;
g) Apt to teach;
h) Not given to wine;
i) No striker;
j) Not greedy of filthy lucre;
k) Patient;
l) Not a brawler;
m) Not covetous;
n) One that ruleth his house well;
o) Having his children in subjection with all
gravity;
p) Not a novice;
q) Having good report of them which are
without.
2) The deacons (including everyone in
leadership position, teachers, ministry
heads).
a) Grave;
b) Not double-tongued;
c) Not given to much wine;
d) Not greedy of filthy lucre;
e) Holding the mystery of faith in pure
conscience;
f) Proved or proven;
g) Blameless;
h) Having wives who are grave, not
slanderers, sober, faithful in all things;
i) Husband of one wife;
j) Ruling their children and houses well;
k) Using their office with good degree;
l) With great boldness in the faith.
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Members and leaders of the Lighthouse Youth Fellowship pose for a picture with Pastor Reuben and their advisers immediately after the holding of the Lighthouse Youth Weekend
last Sunday. The 2-day youth event resulted to more than 270 young people coming to know Christ. Praises to God for our Lighthouse Youth!

"Unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen" (Eph. 3:21)

