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Being Edified
as One in 2021

Eph 4:7,12
“...unto everyone of us

is given grace...
for the edifying of the

body of Christ...”

“...joined together...according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love” (Eph 4:16).

Third Quarter Focus :

“Being Joined Together, Each Part Effectually Working to Edify the Ekklesia in the Love of Christ”

“The entrance of Thy words
giveth light...” (Ps 119:130a)

Photo shows Pastor Reuben leading the Thanksgiving Through Firstfruits Coming Together last Sunday.
However limited, the feature of having decorative fruits remained and added thrill to the occasion.

“...the administration of this service not only
supplieth the want of the saints, but is

abundant also by many thanksgivings unto
God” (2 Cor 9:11-12).

“...that the abundant grace might through the
thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of

God” (2 Cor 4:15).

The faithful stewardship of the grace of God
provides for the needs of His people; and His
grace flows even more abundantly because of

their faithful stewardship. Consequently, many
become willing to offer thanksgivings to God.  These
“many thanksgivings,” are then made into one
because a church is one body in Christ.  The “many
thanksgivings” therefore results to one
“thanksgiving of many” -- which is what
Thanksgiving Through Firstfruits really is.

The above statement serves as the synthesis of
the truth presented to us today through the letter
of the Apostle Paul to the Corinthian church.  And
this was what we saw during the Thanksgiving
Through Firstfruits last Sunday.

However challenging this pandemic period is, our
Thanksgiving Through Firstfruits last Sunday saw all
our people presenting ourselves to God, not just

individually, but as one body offering to Him our one
Thanksgiving.  There may have been just a small
percentage of our people who were physically present
in our Coming Together; but through our media
platforms, we stood before God and presented
ourselves to Him with the one thanksgiving of many
through firstfruits.

There is one grace of God that flows to us as His
people.  But this grace is manifold.  According to
such grace, each member receives gifts.  Paul
teaches this in Rom 12:6.

The Apostle Peter, in 1 Peter 4:10, says, “As every
man hath received the gift, even so minister the
same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold
grace of God.”  Here he refers to every man in the
work of God, receiving “a gift.”  He then refers to
everyone as being “stewards of the manifold grace
of God.

The one thanksgiving that many in Lighthouse Bible
Baptist Church offered to God through firstfruits
redound to the glory of God in the church. This is
how it should be.  And like what the Apostle Paul tells
the Philippian church who sent to him a thanksgiving
of many, he said, “my God shall supply all your need
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”
Indeed, the stewardship of His grace supplies!   -PRA

LIGHTHOUSE BBC OFFERS TO GOD 
THE THANKSGIVING OF MANY



"Unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.  Amen" (Eph. 3:21)

The families present last Thanksgiving Through Firstfruits pose for a picture at the end of the Coming Together.  All these have been
vaccinated and they are grouped in the picture by families, and that with the necessary safety.  Praise God for a safe Thanksgiving!

ENRICHMENT & DEVELOPMENT CLASS LESSON
Lesson 04.04.21 : Ekklesia Edification Series

TITLE : GOD’S CALL AND PURPOSE
TEXT : 1 Peter 5:10-11

“But the God of all grace, who hath called
us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus,
after that ye have suffered a while, make
you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle
you.  To him be glory and dominion for ever
and ever. Amen.”

_______________________________________________

INTRODUCTION

The key to understanding the edifying work
of the Ekklesia is in first knowing and
understanding the call and purpose of God for
His people.  - continued -

f) A calling to glory and virtue.
2 Peter 1:3, “According as his divine

power hath given unto us all things that
pertain unto life and godliness,
through the knowledge of him
that hath called us to glory and
virtue:

1 Peter 5:10, “But the God of
all grace, who hath called us
unto his eternal glory by Christ
Jesus...”

g) A calling from darkness into
His marvelous light.

1 Peter 2:9-10, “But ye are a
chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, an holy nation, a
peculiar people; that ye should
shew forth the praises of him
who hath called you out of
darkness into his marvellous
light: Which in time past were
not a people, but are now the
people of God: which had not
obtained mercy, but now have
obtained mercy.”

h) A calling to the fellowship of His Son
Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Cor 1:9, “God is faithful, by whom ye
were called unto the fellowship of his Son
Jesus Christ our Lord.”

B) Our Responsibility to God's Call

1) We are to be worthy of the call.
2 Thess 1:11, “Wherefore also we pray

always for you, that our God would count
you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the
good pleasure of his goodness, and the
work of faith with power.”
   Eph 4:1-5, “...walk worthy of the
vocation herewith ye are called, with all
lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering,
forbearing one another in love;
endeavouring to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace.”

2 Timothy 1:9, “Who hath saved us,
and called us with an holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to

his own purpose and grace, which was
given us in Christ Jesus before the world
began.”

Romans 8:28-30, “And we know that all
things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose.  For whom he did
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be
conformed to the image of his Son, that he
might be the firstborn among many
brethren.

Moreover whom he did predestinate,
them he also called: and whom he called,
them he also justified: and whom he
justified, them he also glorified.

2) We are to be sure of our standing
     towards the call.

2 Peter 1:10-11, “Wherefore the rather,
brethren, give diligence to make your
calling and election sure: for if ye do these
things, ye shall never fall: for so an
entrance shall be ministered unto you

abundantly into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.”

Phil 3:13-14, “Brethren, I
count not myself to have
apprehended: but this one thing I
do, forgetting those things which
are behind, and reaching forth
unto those things which are
before, I press toward the mark
for the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus.”

1 Thess 1:2-4, “We give
thanks to God always for you all,
making mention of you in our
prayers; remembering without
ceasing your work of faith, and
labour of love, and patience of
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in
the sight of God and our Father;
knowing, brethren beloved,
your election of God.”

        - end -


