MESSAGE

Occasion : Morning Worship

Date : November 23, 2014 / September 30, 2018
TITLE : OUR BEING TOGETHER AS AN EKKLESIA
Text/s :

Eph 2:4-7

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,

5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)

6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through
Christ Jesus.

KV

Bible Reading

Eph 4:14-16

14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine,
by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:

16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth,
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying
of itself in love.

KV

Ps 133

1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!

2 It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: that went
down to the skirts of his garments;

3 As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the Lord
commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.

KIv

Song/s

Others

INTRODUCTION

Let us appreciate not only our togetherness or unity in Christ, but our togetherness as His people, as an
Ekklesia...

¢ We are quickened together with Christ
Of course, this started when we were saved. We had the following privileges...

Eph 2:4-5

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,

5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)
KV

Eph 2:5



5 Even when we were dead (slain) by [our own] shortcomings and trespasses, He made us alive
together in fellowship and in union with Christ; [He gave us the very life of Christ Himself, the same
new life with which He quickened Him, for] it is by grace (His favor and mercy which you did not
deserve) that you are saved (delivered from judgment and made partakers of Christ's salvation).
AMP

Eph 2:1-2

1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;

2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:

KV

1 Peter 2:9-10

9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should
shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:

10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained
mercy, but now have obtained mercy.

KIv

1 Cor 6:9-11

9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind,
10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom
of God.

11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

KV

John 6:63

63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they
are spirit, and they are life.

KIv

We are planted together in the likeness of His death.

When we followed Christ im baptism, the Bible teaches that we were planted together in the likeness
of His death.

Rom 6:3-5

3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?

4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of
his resurrection:

KV

1 Cor 15:35-38

35 But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what body do they come?

36 Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die:

37 And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance
of wheat, or of some other grain:

38 But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed his own body.

KV

John 12:24



24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone:
but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.
KIv

Col 2:12

12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of
God, who hath raised him from the dead.

KV

Seed Germination

After the seed has made it to a new location and is covered with dirt, it can begin
germination. Germination is the process of seeds developing into new plants. First,
environmental conditions must trigger the seed to grow. Usually, this is determined by how
deep the seed is planted, water availability, and temperature. When water is plentiful, the
seed fills with water in a process called imbibition. The water activates special proteins,
called enzymes, that begin the process of seed growth. First the seed grows a root to
access water underground. Next, the shoots, or growth above ground, begin to appear.
The seed sends a shoot towards the surface, where it will grow leaves to harvest energy
from the sun. The leaves continue to grow towards the light source in a process called
photomorphogenesis.

Influencing Factors

Several factors influence if, and how, seeds germinate. The most important factors are
water availability, temperature and sunlight. Water is crucial to seed germination. The seed
must go through imbibition to activate root growth. However, too much water can be a bad
thing, as most gardeners know. When a plant is still growing underground, during root
formation, it cannot use the sun to make food like most grown plants do. It must rely on
the stored food inside the seed, and oxygen from the environment to make energy. If the
soil is too soggy, there will not be enough oxygen and the plant will not thrive. Think about
a person being kept underwater. We wouldn't last too long!

Temperature is also an important factor. Some seeds germinate when it is cold, such as
plants in northern environments. Other seeds only germinate when the weather reaches
spring temperatures, which is why we see so much plant growth in the spring in temperate
climates. Other seeds only germinate after extreme temperatures, such as after a fire in
the grasslands.

Col 3:1-2

1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right
hand of God.

2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

KV

John 12:24

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone:
but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.

KV

Ps 92:13
13 Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God.
KV



We follow Christ together

Phil 3:17

17 Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an
ensample.

KV

1Cor 11:1
11 Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.
KV

Phil 4:9

9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the
God of peace shall be with you.

KV

1 Thess 1:6

6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with
joy of the Holy Ghost:

KIv

We are builded together as a dwelling place of God through the Spirit

Eph 2:22
22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.
KV

Eph 2:22

22 In Him [and in fellowship with one another] you yourselves also are being built up [into this
structure] with the rest, to form a fixed abode (dwelling place) of God in (by, through) the Spirit.
AMP

Jude 20
20 But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost,
KV

1 Peter 2:4-5

4 To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and
precious,

5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

KV

1 Cor 3:16-17

16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which
temple ye are.

Kiv

Col 2:7

7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein
with thanksgiving.

KV

1 Tim 3:15



15 But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of
God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.
KIv

We are fitly framed, joined and knit together
As a church, as a body, we are fitly framed together

Eph 2:21
21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:
KV

1 Kings 6:7

7 And the house, when it was in building, was built of stone made ready before it was brought thither:
so that there was neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron heard in the house, while it was in
building.

KIv

Eph 2:22
22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.
KIv

Eph 4:16

16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the
body unto the edifying of itself in love.

KIv

Col 2:19

19 And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment
ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God.

KIv

1 Peter 2:4-5

4 To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and
precious,

5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

KV

1 Cor 3:9-15

9 For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.

10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the
foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.
11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;

13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed
by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.

14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.

15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by
fire.

KIv

1 Cor 1:10

10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same
thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same
mind and in the same judgment.



KV

Eph 4:15-16

15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the
body unto the edifying of itself in love.

KV

Acts 4:32

32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of
them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common.
KV

Gal 3:28

28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for
ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

KIv

Col 2:2

2 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full
assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and
of Christ;

KV

Ps 133:1

A Song of degrees of David.

1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!
Kiv

John 17:21-23

21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in
us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.

22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are
one:

23 Iin them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know
that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.

KV

We are striving together for the faith of the Gospel

Phil 1:27

27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see
you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind
striving together for the faith of the gospel;

KV

Strive

NT:4866 <START GREEK>sunagle/w <END GREEK> sunathleo (soon-ath-leh'-0); from NT:4862 and
NT:118; to wrestle in company with, i.e. (figuratively) to seek jointly: KJV - labour with, strive
together for.

Rom 15:30

30 Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that
ye strive together with me in your prayers to God for me;

KV



1 Cor 3:9
9 For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.
KV

2 Cor 6:1

6 We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in
vain.

KV

Phil 2:1-8

1 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit,
if any bowels and mercies,

2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.

3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other
better than themselves.

4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.

5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:

7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of men:

8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross.

KIv

2 Tim 4:7-8

7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

KV

We comfort ourselves together and edify one another

1 Thess 5:11
11 Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.
KV

Heb 10:25

25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

KV

Heb 3:13

13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the
deceitfulness of sin.

Kiv

Eph 4:29

29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of
edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.

KV

Eph 4:16

16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the
body unto the edifying of itself in love.



KV

Eph 4:12
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:
KV

We are made to sit together in heavenly places in Christ

Eph 2:6
6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:
KIv

"But God!" These words are among the greatest in the Bible. God could have allowed us to go on in
sin and live eternally with the devil in hell, but instead He chose to save us. He gave us life (quickened
us), raised us from the grave of sin, and took us out of the graveyard! More than that, He made us
members of Christ! We have been quickened together, raised together, and we sit together in the
heavenlies. God did this because He is rich in mercy and great in love, Mercy means that God does
not give me what I do deserve; grace means that He gives me what I don't deserve.

Rev 3:20-22

20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come
in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am
set down with my Father in his throne.

22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

KV

2 Tim 2:12
12 If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us:
KIv

Eph 1:19-21

19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe, according to the working
of his mighty power,

20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand
in the heavenly places,

21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not
only in this world, but also in that which is to come:

KV

Phil 2:8-11

8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross.

9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:
10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and
things under the earth;

11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
KV

Heb 10:12-13

12 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of
God;

13 From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool.

KV



We shall be caught up together with them in the clouds

1 Thess 4:17

17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

KV

We will be glorified together.
With our being children of God comes some challenges...while we may be children and heirs, we
suffer in this life... but no worry because we will also be glorified together..

Rom 8:16-17

16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:

17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with
him, that we may be also glorified together.

KV

Rom 8:18
18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory

which shall be revealed in us.
KV

2 Cor 4:17-18

17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory;

18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the
things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.

KV

1 Peter 1:6-8

6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through
manifold temptations:

7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried
with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:

8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with
joy unspeakable and full of glory:

KIv

1 Peter 4:13

13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be
revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.

Kiv

Col 3:4
4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.
KV



